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CHAPTER   IX
THK   BISHOP   OF   HIPPO
HIPPO- -'Royal Hippo,' as it was called, to distinguish it from Hippo Zarytus (Bizerta)—was an interesting little town in the days when Augustine went to reside there. Its title recalled the slender glories of the ancient kings of Numidia, who found it un agreeable winter residence. Under the Romans it had grown into a flourishing sea-pore, the most important on the north-western coast after Carthage. Connected with all parts of Numidia and the other provinces by a chain of Roman roads, it had become the chief outlet for African produce and an important gate into Africa for the Romans. When the Vandals swept over the land, Hippo and Carthage alone withstood them for any length of time, Hippo keeping them at bay for fourteen months. It has shared the utter desolation that has fallen upon north-western Africa in the train of the
Npreparation seems to have assumed the priestly order commenced hb new duties about Muster 391.
